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Concenfraied In felllgence UnWlse

ASHINGTON — Lately, most

of the principal intelligence

" agencies have been placed under .

Navy leadership. The Central Intel- -

", ligence Agency (CIA), the National'

"*"Security Agency (NSA), the Defense "

Mapping Agency (which provides
cartography and geodesy essential

to global targeting) — all now have
admirals as_their directors. Also, ..

' congressional committees are now

talking about an intelligence reor-

ganization. including an “intelli- -,

gence czar.'

It is unwise, in fact dangerous. to,'.

permit the Navy to dominate the

intelligence community. It would be ‘.
equally unwise to put all intelli-.

.gence under . Army or’ Air Force
T .~ immediately after US troops were

. ~withdrawn? -

domination.

It is understandable that Presi-

"assured him that they would not °
encourage or support North Korea's -

.rea, because he had consulted Rus-
“sia and Red China and each’ had

Kim 1l Sung in any offensive adven—

tures.. . [
" Do we not remember that Dr. ..
" Henry Kissmger, President Nixon's .

_principal national security assist--
-ant, was assured by the Reds at the

-Vietnam -after US

dent Carter would turn to a Naval -

Academy classmate, Adm. Stan-
ficld Turner, to head the CIA. After

all, it has been the weak link in the .

intelligence community during the

-past decade. In the National Intelli- .
gence Estimates, subsequent events
have proven the CIA's estimates on’

Russian military strength to have
been too low. The CIA has admitted
this and has upgraded its estimates
on Soviet military capability. Dur-

ing this period, the estimates of the ~

Defense Intelligence Agency and of
the Intelligence ‘sections of the
Armed Services have proven much
more accirate.

BHut now to put the intelligence
ngencles. of _the “millifiry gervices
under.Navy_lcadership, in addition
to .the CIA, may let the pendulum
swing too far. It creates the possi-
bility for a dominant authérity, a
President, a secretary of state or a

secretary of defense, to say, as in -

the past, “This is my decision, now

‘glve me an intelligence estimate to .

_ support it."”

L 4

This concern was intensitied re-'
cently when it was reported that-.

President Carter was justified in

reducing US ground forces in Ko- :

. . .L‘.uir..»-v«,
NI S

Paris peace negotiations that North'
Vietnam would not attack South

removed? -

Do we not now.know that North -

Vietnam ‘was, at that very time,

'-.secxetly ‘moving supplies and

troops into forward positions from
which it launched such an attack:-

As a matter of fact, each tirne we

" have been caught by surprise, as in

the 1973 Arab attack on Israel, was
when' one agency, or individual, in
that case, Dr. Kissinger, dominated\

_the intelligence community.

. ' .
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The lesson from all this is to]
make sure that a]l 1l segments of the
intelligence community —are free,
andmed“‘to submit

. their views on the National Intelli-.
ence Estimates‘lt'is upon the va-
lidity of those estimates.that the’

President must rely to make funda-

mental decisions :on such critical-
matters as defense budgets, arms .

sales and arms iimitations agree-

' ments.
forces were

mgg_ent 1n,_ﬂ\“g,intelligence-com- \ .

munity_must._be__encouraged,_ not
suppressed. Any dissenting . views.:

. must also be available to the Con-
. gress and our people.. The wisdom
-of this policy was demonstrated in...o... ...

- the recent case of the. “beani wedp-. *
on” controversy, as.it was in- di- .

© vulging the’ massive Russian civil

) (ieiense -effort.- ' :

Pieﬁident Carier, I understand,i i
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" wisely has assured the Congress
_that no international commltments ’
- will be kept secret tron3 that body




